should commit suicide.” Our pur- 
pose in life is the very antithesis of 
self-destruction, the continuation of 
our species. I am forced to the con- 
clusion that the only purpose in life 
is that ordained by human nature, 
in the form of the will to survive. 

—Sreven R. Bayne 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 


A Goop Gop? 
To the Editor: 

What is the use of arguing against 
the possibility of a god? (See The 
Humanist, No. 4.) The question, if 
there must be one, is: “Is there a 
good god?” 

After considerable “mind-search- 
ing,” I finally realized there is ab- 
solutely no way of proving that 
there is no god, whereas it is very 
easy to prove that there is no good 
god. 

—Sreve WAGNER 
Editor, Appeal to Reason 
Thousand Oaks, California 


A Perrsonat Ertuic 
To the Editor: 

Number 3, 1964, was a remarkable 
number. Dr. Lamont furnished 
pleasant reminders of the region 
where I grew up. And whereas 
Gregory Armstrong wrote of our 
movements as a mere ism, for me it 
is a personal ethic and so I trust it 
might be with other fellow members. 

John Morris, in issue Number 4, 
outlined the strategy of personal 
“becoming”—a truly remarkable 
piece of writing. My thanks to these 
gentlemen and to the editors. 


—RicHarp F. SANBORN 
Long Beach, California 


Broaper View 
To the Editor: 

Thanks for the article by Eleanor 
Woods “The Furtherance of All 
Life.” 

It was my affection for all life, but 
particularly other forms than man- 
kind, that led me to Humanism. 
Judging by the number of devotees 
of the Schweitzer philosophy, such 
an expansion of humanist aims 
would gain you many new adher- 
ents. I urge the expansion of Hu- 
" manism to this broader life-view. 

—Mary Ann DuBay 
Portland, Oregon 
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On INTOLERANCE 
To the Editor: 

Charles S. Blinderman’s argument 
is very devastating to my previous 
concepts, but the facts of experience 
do seem to be on his side. It has al- 
ways been my policy to be diplomatic 
and non-offensive. However, I must 
confess that in making the transition 
from supernaturalism to naturalism 
it took the “rougher” treatment. 
Perhaps both methods have their 
advantage. —THomas L. CLARKE 
Brown City, Michigan 


To the Editor: 

Special mention is due to “The 
Necessity for Intolerance,’ by 
Charles S. Blinderman which gave 
reading pleasure to old-timers and 
much needed information to new- 
comers. To quote from it for em- 
phasis: “Intolerance should be real, 
vocal, decisive, constant, obnoxious, 
but it should neither compel others 
to come in [the humanist move- 
ment] nor silence them.” 

—Kennetu R. Burvey 
Chicago, Illinois 
To the Editor: 

Professor Blinderman’s portrayal 
of the “ecumenized humanist” seems 
to me to be both compassionate and 
accurate. It is perhaps too much to 
hope that those who could profit 
most from the insights offered by 
Professor Blinderman will make use 
of them and thereby realize more 
fully their own potentialities in this 
unequal battle for Humanity. 

—Wituu E. Hawk 
San Francisco, California 


To the Editor: 

The teaching that “the poor ye 
shall always have with thee,” is 
negative to the “war on poverty.” 
Like defeatism of “there shall al- 
ways be wars and rumors of wars” 
does not serve for faith in securing 
peace. Since the humanist advocates 
better ambition for the fulfilment of 
mankind, I believe with Charles 
Blinderman in “The Necessity for 
Intolerance,” that rejection of those 
negative and debasing beliefs is mili- 
tantly needed if we sincerely wish to 
advance Humanism. 

—MeEap ScHMOECKEL 
Vancouver, Washington 
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